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 INDICATORS OF THE PROCESS OF RELIGIOLIZATION 

Varieties of diverse factors and conditions have determined a complex process of religiousization. Its 
features in Kazakhstan are synchronized with the societal shifts of modernity. The substantive basis of the 
process is religiosity as an integral state of mental culture, which has various projections and determina-
tions for individuals, social groups and society as a whole. The essence and dynamics of religiosity, its 
scale, vectors, and influences are presented as a process of religiousization and are the subject of research. 
Religiolization is not always an obvious phenomenon, and it requires the actualization of interdisciplinary 
capabilities (methodologies, methods, and practices) in specific socio-cultural country contexts. In order 
to identify the factors and indicators of religiousization, the manifestation of specificity, the detection of 
trends, and the analysis of trends, a factual basis of specific social dimensions is needed. These include 
monitoring the religious situation, the study of religious identification, assessment of the perception of 
the institution of religion, its role and functions, and analysis of the influence of significant political ac-
tors on the religious process. The analysis of social dimensions, theoretical reconstruction, and concep-
tualization by means of modern socio-humanitarian studies contribute to the institutionalization of the 
sociology of religion. The practical orientation is related to the understanding of the modern religious 
process as significant for the formation of the Kazakh mentality in the conditions of the postsecularity. 

Key words: indicators of religiousization, postsecularity, religion, religiosity, the functions of religion.
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Діндарлану үдерісінің индикаторлары

Діндарлану күрделі процесін әр түрлі факторлар мен жағдайлар анықтайды. Оның 
Қазақстандағы ерекшеліктері қазіргі заманның әлеуметтік өзгерістермен үндестірілген. Бұл 
процестің субстантивті негізі менталды мәдениеттің интегралды күйі ретіндегі дәндарлық 
болып табылады, ол индивидтер, әлеуметтік топтар, жалпы қоғам үшін әртүрлі проекция-
лар мен детерминацияларға ие. Діндарлықтың мәні, динамикасы, оның ауқымы, векторлығы, 
әсері діндарландыру процесі ретінде көрінеді және зерттеу нысаны ретінде әрекет етеді. 
Діндарландыру – әрдайым айқын құбылыс емес, ол нақты әлеуметтік-мәдени елдік жағдайларда 
пәнаралық мүмкіндіктерді (әдіснамалар, әдістер, практикалар) өзектендіруді талап етеді. 
Діндарлану факторларын анықтау және индикаторларын, ерекшеліктерін көрсету,  тенденция-
ларды анықтау, трендтерді талдау үшін нақты әлеуметтік өлшемдердің фактологиялық базасы 
қажет. Олардың ішінде: діни жағдайға мониторинг жүргізу, діни сәйкестендіруді зерттеу, дін 
институтының қабылдауды бағалау, оның рөлі мен функцияларын көрсету, саясаттың маңызды 
субъектілерінің діни процестерге әсерін талдау. Әлеуметтік өлшемдерді талдау, теориялық 
тұрғыдан қайта құру, тұжырымдамалау қазіргі социогуманитаристиканың көмегімен дін 
әлеуметтануының институционализациясына ықпал етеді. Зерттеудің практикалық маңыздылығы 
заманауи діни процесті постсекулярлық жағдайда қазақстандық менталитетті қалыптастыру 
үшін маңызды құрал ретінде түсінумен байланысты.
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Индикаторы процесса религиолизации

Многообразие разнопорядковых факторов и условий определили сложный процесс рели-
гиолизации. Его особенности в Казахстане синхронизированы с социетальными сдвигами со-
временности. Субстантивным основанием процесса выступает религиозность как интегральное 
состояние ментальной культуры, имеющее различные проекции и детерминации для индивидов, 
социальных групп и для общества в целом. Сущность, динамика религиозности, ее масштаб-
ность, векторность, влияния предстают как процесс религиолизации и выступают предметом 
исследования. Религиолизация – не всегда очевидный феномен, он требует актуализации меж-
дисциплинарных возможностей (методологий, методов, практик) в конкретных социокультурных 
страновых условиях. Для опредмечивания факторов и выделения индикаторов религиолизации, 
проявления специфики, обнаружения тенденций, анализа трендов необходима фактологиче-
ская база конкретных социальных измерений. В их числе: мониторинг религиозной ситуации, 
исследования религиозной идентификации, оценка восприятия института религии, ее роли и 
функций, анализ влияний на религиозный процесс значимых субъектов политики. Анализ со-
циальных измерений, теоретическая реконструкция, концептуализация средствами современной 
социогуманитаристики способствуют институционализации социологии религии. Практическая 
направленность связана с пониманием современного религиозного процесса как значимого для 
формирования казахстанской ментальности в условиях постсекулярности. 

Ключевые слова: индикаторы религиолизации, постсекулярность, религия, религиозность, 
функции религии.

Introduction

he pro esses o  religiousization o  azakh-
stani so iet  ha e been intensi el  e eloping sin e 
the 1 0s un er the in uen e o  ulti ire tional 
global tren s  on the one han  an  are a uiring a 
spe ial spe i it  on the other. ei eologization 
an  ei eologization ha e initiate  a re e nition 
o  the status  role an  possibilities o  the institu-
tion o  religion in the li e o  azakhstani so iet . 

eligion an  religiosit  ha e be o e the e ning 
oor inates o  the orl ie  an  a  o  li e or a 

signi ant nu ber o  itizens. eligious sel -i enti-
ation turne  out to be signi ant in the stru ture 

o  i entit . he trans or ation o  the orl ie  
entalit  o  azakhstanis a ts as a atri  or the 

re onstru tion o  the pro ess o  religiousization o  
so iet . In publi  an  politi al is ourse  the issue 
o  religion is onstantl  present  an  the in uen e 
o  religion is s ale  up in e er a  pra ti es. his is 
the spe i it  o  the post se ular perio  o  religion 
in o ern on itions. onte tuall  rele ant or s i-
enti  re e tion ere the areas o  religious stu ies 
relate  to the anal sis o  azakhstan s per eption o  
the institution o  religion  religious sel -i enti a-
tion  religious hoi e  an  in ol e ent in the o -
ern religious pro ess. 

uring the perio  o  so ereignt  there as a 
un a ental hange in the etho ologi al an  a i-

ologi al para ig s in i erent spheres o  in uen e 

on the orl ie  entalit  in lu ing in so io-
hu anitarian s ien e an  in e u ation  in i eolog . 

he role an  in uen e o  institutions an  a tors in-
uen ing the or ation o  orl ie s has hange  

(the a il  the s ste  o  upbringing  e u ation  
e u ation  the e ia  the Internet  et .). he na -
i s o  attitu inal sel -i enti ation (in lu ing reli-
gious i entit ) at the le el o  so iet  groups  an  
in i i uals is rele ant be ause o  the high egree 
o  in orporation o  religious onte ts into e er a  
pra ti es  on the one han  an  the un ertaint  o  
the role an  signi an e o  institutional a tors an  
their i pa t on the e elop ent o  so iet  an  hu-

an apital  on the other. he s ienti  an  pra ti-
al ne essit  o  stu ing the pro ess o  religiousiza-

tion lies in the a t that in re ent ears the state has 
ab i ate  its regulator  role in in uen ing the reli-
gious pro ess  an  this approa h ontributes to the 
in reasing in uen e o  religious an  uasi-religious 
institutions as o els o  so ialization  the s aling o  
religious li est le an  on rontation ith the alue 
regulators. 

Justification of the choice of articles and goals 
and objectives

ne an re reate a pi ture o  religiosit  in se -
ularl  oriente  azakhstan b  appl ing so iologi-
al easure ents.  great i portan e are their 

te poral i ension  the unit  o  etho ologi al 
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prin iples  reliabilit  o  etho olog  an  o -
prehensi e eri ation. Sin e the religious situa-
tion is uni ue in spe i  so io- ultural realities  its 
on ition an  tren s annot be o ensurate ith 

other ountr -spe i  analogues.  theoreti al re-
onstru tion o  the pro ess  base  on an in onsis-

tent a tual basis  is re uire . hus  the stu  o  
the pro ess o  religiousization has ertain etho -
ologi al on itions. he  are eter ine  not onl  
b  the hoi e o  a ne  ob e t o  resear h  but also 
b  the substantiation o  its sub e t spe i it  in-
lu ing the eter ination o  the t pe o  resear h  

the hoi e o  etho s  the relationship o  no elt  
an  pra ti al rele an e. 

his stage o  the stu  o  the pro ess o  religiou-
sization is asso iate  ith the on eptualization o  
so iologi al easure ents o  2021 on a representa-
ti e sa ple in all regions o  azakhstan. he stu  

as on u te  in the on itions o  pan e i  asso i-
ate  ith the sprea  o  orona irus in e tion in the 
territor  o  azakhstan  but against the ba kgroun  
o  signi antl  rela e  uarantine restri tions. he 
a ult population o  azakhstan  age  18-65 ears  

en an  o en  li ing in urban an  rural areas o  
azakhstan in 14 regions an  3 ities o  national i -

portan e ere the sub e t o  the stu .

Scientific research methodology

he resear h etho olog  resear h progra  
ere e elope  b  the authors o  the pro e t an  the 
el  stage ( ro  ugust 12 to Septe ber  2021) 

an  statisti al pro essing o  results as on u te  
b  the enter or usiness In or ation  So iologi-
al an  arketing esear h IS  entral sia  

(un er the s ienti  super ision o  the IS  
resi ent  r. So iolog  ro essor . ure i h)  on 

re uest o  the Institute o  hilosoph  oliti al S i-
en e an  eligious Stu ies o  the inistr  o  u-
ation an  S ien e o  azakhstan. ire t anage-
ent o  the el  so iologi al resear h as arrie  

out b  . Skurato  hea  o  IS s Integrate  
esear h epart ent. 

The main part

opulation sur e  as on u te  in the te h-
ni ue o  personal or alize  inter ie  b  a e-
to- a e etho  (in azakh or ussian  epen ing 
on the respon ent s pre eren es) ith obser an e 
o  all sanitar -epi e iologi al easures. he ues-
tionnaire as progra e  on spe ialize  plat or  
Sur e  Stu io  esigne  or publi  opinion polling 

on tablet o puters ( I etho   o puter s-
siste  ersonal Inter ie ing). he usage o  I 

etho  e lu es the ata input stage  hi h is pe-
uliar to the lassi al paper sur e . Sur e  Stu io 

so t are allo e  to ontrol the ourse o  el ork 
in the operational o e: to obser e the real-ti e 
i ple entation o  sa pling b  regions  to oor i-
nate the ork o  regional tea s  to arr  out au io 
ontrol o  the ata. he stu  use  a ran o  ulti-

stage luster sa ple  representing regional (oblast)  
settle ent  gen er an  age  an  national hara ter-
isti s o  the general population. he sa ple size as 
1 500 people. Sa pling error at the 5  on en e 
inter al i  not e ee  2.5 . epresentation o  
the stru ture o  the general population in the sa ple 

as ensure  b  uoting b  se  an  age an  national 
hara teristi s  b  region (oblast) o  resi en e. he 
atabase as pro esse  using spe ialize  so t are 

I  S SS ( ersion 2 ). he pro essing stage o  
the atabase in lu e  pro e ures or o ing open-
en e  responses. ase  on the h potheses propose  
b  the e e utors o  the pro e t  the signi an e o  
the epen en ies as teste  in the pro ess o  ata 
anal sis. he linear an  ulti a torial epen en ies 
oun  to be signi ant ere ispla e  an  inter-

prete  in a itional aterial in the or  o  linear 
istributions an  ross tabulations.

 ass sur e  o  the population sol e  the prob-
le  o  stu ing in i ators o  the religiousization 
pro ess: the per eption o  the role an  signi an e 
o  the institution o  religion in the li e o  in i i uals  
groups  an  so iet  in ter s o  its un tional sig-
ni an e  the na i s an  state o  religious sel -
i enti ation  the in uen e o  religious aith/belie  
in a religious organization on the realization o  i il 
rights an  obligations  et .

In or er to assess the pro esses o  religiousiza-
tion in azakhstan  to i enti  the spe i s an  e-
ter ine the i pa t on the e elop ent o  azakh-
stani so iet  an  hu an apital  a or alize  sur e  
o  three e pert ohorts as on u te . he ollo -
ing tasks ere a resse : a) to lari  the role an  
un tions o  religion in relation to the tren s o  its 

in ol e ent in the politi al onte t  b) to highlight 
the ost signi ant on itions an  a tors that ha e 
eter ine  the religious situation in azakhstan in 

the 1 0s an  at present  ) to e onstrate the posi-
ti e an  negati e onse uen es o  religiousization 
pro esses in azakhstan uring the ears o  in e-
pen en e  et . 

he se i- or alize  inter ie  etho  as 
use  hi h as base  on lling out a uestion-
naire using Sur e  Stu io so t are. hirt  e perts 
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age  26 an  o er ro  l at  Nur-Sultan  Sh -
kent  an  14 oblast apitals (tentati e istribution) 

ere inter ie e  in azakh or ussian. atego-
ries o  e perts: 1) 10 i il ser ants  on erne  ith 
anal sis o  the religious situation (2-3 represen-
tati es o  the o ittee on eligious airs o  
the inistr  o  In or ation an  So ial e elop-

ent  hea s o  epart ents/ epart ents or lea ing 
spe ialists)  -8 representati es o  epart ents/

epart ents o  regional aki ats or aki ats o  it-
ies o  national status ( l at  Nur-Sultan  Sh -
kent)  in ol e  in the intera tion bet een the state 
an  religious asso iations  2) 10 representati es o  
se ular oriente  intelligentsia ( -8 tea hers o  reli-
gious stu ies). 

hus  the eter ination o  the ob e t  sub e t  
goals  ob e ti es  etho s  an  resear h approa hes 

as i tate  b  the pra ti al nee  to organize the 
e i en e base o  so ial easure ent in or er to 
pro i e o prehensi e eri ation or subse uent 
theoreti al re onstru tion an  tren  re onstru tions 
o  the pro ess un er stu . 

he e piri al stage is onne te  ith the el  
resear h  pro essing o  the results o  ass sur e  
in the progra  S SS  presentation o  uantitati e 

easure ents in the or at o  tables. he etho  
o  isualization is asso iate  ith the interpreta-
tion o  uantitati e ata in harts  o parati e 
tables  iagra s. he etho s o  e ent anal sis  
ontent anal sis  is ourse anal sis are applie  in 
onne tion ith the interpretation o  the a tual 

basis o  the resear h on the basis o  ualitati e 
easure ents. heoreti al stage is onne te  ith 

appli ation o  etho s o  theoreti al es ription  
interpretation  o parison  generalization  on-
eptualization  re onstru tion in the o el. ll 
etho s a t utuall  o ple entar  their use 

pro i es sub e ti it  an  on reteness o  s ienti  
an  pra ti al results.

he hoi e o  the resear h topi  as i tate  b  
its une plore  in azakhstan s s ienti  is ourse  
an  the pra ti al rele an e or the e elop ent o  
approa hes in the i ple entation o  publi  poli  

ith regar  to the religious pro ess an  its i pa t on 
the i enti ation ta ti s an  e elop ent strategies 
o  both so iet  an  the in i i ual.

Stages o  the resear h in lu e : organizational 
( e elop ent o  resear h etho olog  so iologi-
al resear h progra  the ati  rubri  o  the prob-

le )  el  stage o  so ial easure ents  stage o  
e piri al interpretation o  so iologi al resear h 

ata  theoreti al stage in the or at o  esk resear h 
(theoreti al re onstru tion).

Hypotheses of the study: 
- he religious pro ess in o ern azakhstan is 

s n hronize  ith global an  regional tren s in the 
un tioning o  religiosit  but  at the sa e ti e  has 

its o n spe i s.
- he ass an  spe ialize  (e pert) per eption 

o  the religious pro ess ha e is repan ies in eter-
ining the role  eaning  an  un tions o  religion 

in the li es o  azakhstan s itizens.
- he e pert o unit  la ks a etho ologi-

al an  a iologi al onsensus on the un tioning o  
religiosit  hi h is eter ine  b  the in ol e ent 
o  religion as a a  o  li e.

- he pro ess o  religiousization o  azakh so-
iet  is hara terize  b  na i  hangeabilit  
hi h on r s its ontra i tor  i pa t on the e-
elop ent o  so iet  an  hu an apital.

Results and discussion 

1. he stu  aptures the spe i  pheno -
enon o  religious sel -i enti ation  hi h points 
to the i pressi e s ale o  non on essional belie -
ers  the hi en atheist o it ent. hen eter-

ining their urrent orl - ie  status  12.5  sa  
the  are belie ers  parti ipate in the li e o  the re-
ligious o unit  onsistentl  ollo  religious 
nor s  an  lea  a religious li e  36.1  also e-
s ribe the sel es as religious  tr  to obser e reli-
gious nor s  isit os ues  hur hes  an  houses 
o  orship rarel  onl  on holi a s  et . 34.  
o  respon ents i enti  the sel es as belie ers  
but o not parti ipate in the religious li e o  the 
o unit  obser ing ertain religious nor s 

an  ha ing their o n i eas about religion an  
aith. he ohort o  non-belie ers is represente  

b  8.1  o  non-belie ers ho respe t belie ers  
4.1  o  those ho are in i erent to religion  
2.3  o  those ho are oppose  to religion (athe-
ists)  an  2.2  o  respon ents ho so eti es 

isit pra er houses an  pla es o  orship. na-
l zing hanges in their religiosit  6 .3  o  the 
respon ents in i ate  that the  ha  not hange  
their attitu e to aith an  onsi er the sel es be-
lie ers  16.   ha e not hange  their belie s  

ere an  are atheists    ha e hange  their 
orl  ie  to religious ie s an  be a e belie -

ers  1.   ha e hange  their religious belie s to 
atheisti  ie s  4  oun  it i ult to ans er.
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In the ountr  rating o  religiosit  (the inter-
al rankings ere on u te  in 2008  200  an  

2015) azakhstan ranke  43r  out o  152 ountries 
sur e e  ( zbekistan ranke  36th  ussia 50th  

rg zstan 56th  urke  0th  an  urk enistan 
1st) (https://none s. o/ ire tor /lists/ ountries/

relgiousness). he in i ator as the nu ber o  
no inall  religious people. oreign is ourse on 
religiosit  ie s azakhstan as a o eratel  reli-
gious state. or ing to IN/ allup International 
(201 ) sur e s o  the religious belie s o  o er 66 000 
people in 68 ountries  it as oun  that 6 in 10 peo-
ple orl i e (62 ) onsi er the sel es religious  

hile less than a uarter (25 ) onsi er the sel es 
non-religious an   onsi er the sel es athe-
ists. (https:// .gallup-international.bg/en/3600 /
religion-pre ails-in-the- orl /). Inter al sur e s 
on u te  b  the I I o  the  inistr  o  u-
ation an  S ien e (200 -2021) note that 52  to 

83  o  respon ents i enti  the sel es as belie ers 
(in arious onnotations). In lu ing 13 -1  all 
the sel es pra ti ing belie ers  lea ing religious 

a  o  li e.
2. he role o  religion in azakhstani so iet  

as assesse  b  both the population an  e perts. 
 eter inisti  anal sis o  the on itions an  a -

tors or the un ol ing o  religiousization ro  the 
perspe ti e o  e perts re eale  that the state an  

na i s o  the religious pro ess in azakhstan 
are e i ent an  are apture  not onl  b  statisti al 
reporting regar ing the nu ber o  pla es o  or-
ship  the in rease in religious sites  the e pansion 
o  opportunities or itizens to re ei e religious 
e u ation an  enlighten ent  but also b  the a -
bi alent attitu e o  i erent ohorts o  people to 
these pheno ena ue to the a bi alent in uen e 
o  religion. 

he assess ent o  the hanging role o  religion 
b  the population re eale  that or the hole as-
si  o  azakhstan respon ents  al ost e er  se -
on  (46.6 ) respon ent positi el  an  e er  se -
enth (14.1 ) respon ent negati el  assesse  the 
gro ing in uen e o  religion. he stagnation o  
the role o  religion is per ei e  positi el  al ost 
ten ti es ore o ten (21.5   the role o  religion 
is not hanging an  that is goo ) than negati el  
(2.5   the role o  religion is not hanging an  
that is ba ). er  si th respon ent (15.3 ) n s 
it i ult to assess the hanging role o  religion in 
so iet .

In the onte t o  sel -i enti ation b  orl -
ie  the ost pro inent position is that o  true 

belie ers  or belie ers ith a religious a  o  li e 
(herea ter re erre  to as o ): 6  o  this ohort  
as ell as 58.8  o  no inal belie ers an  3 .4  
o  non-belie ers ha e a positi e assess ent o  the 
gro ing in uen e o  religion. he positions o  non-
belie ers are as ollo s: al ost one in three (30.3 ) 
are non-belie ers ho parti ipate in ritualis  one 
in our (25.6 ) are non-belie ers ho respe t be-
lie ers  one in si  (16.4 ) are in i erent to religion  
an  14.  o  atheists are positi e about the gro ing 
in uen e o  religion. 35.3  o  atheists  32.8  o  in-
i erent to religion  24.3  o  non-belie ers parti i-

pating in ritualis  20.5  o  non-belie ers respe t-
ing belie ers  14.4  o  non- on essional belie ers  
10.  o  no inal belie ers  5.4  o  true belie ers 
assess the gro th o  in uen e o  religion in so iet  
negati el . 

ssess ent o  the role o  religion in azakh 
so iet  is a bi alent  in i ating its a bi alent i -
pa t ro  the perspe ti e o  e elop ent goals  an  
re uires an ob e ti e  o prehensi e an  unbiase  
anal sis.

3. he positions o  e perts belonging to i -
erent so io-pro essional groups: 1) go ern ent 

o ials responsible or i ple enting poli ies in 
the sphere o  intera tion ith religions)  2) se u-
larl  oriente  intelle tuals ( ournalists  tea hers o  
religious stu ies  religious s holars  N  repre-
sentati es  et .)  an  3) representati es o  religious 
asso iations an  theologians ha e e onstrate  
a ariet  o  positions  base  on their orl - ie  
pre eren es. 

he e perts  representati es o  tra itional an  
ne  religious asso iations (herea ter s)  up to 
0  ertainl  support the in reasing role o  reli-

gion in so iet . er  se on  se ularl  oriente  
e pert (50 ) an  e er  th state e plo ee (20 ) 
agree ith the . er  th e pert  both state o -

ials an  se ularl  oriente  intelle tuals  sees the 
in reasing role o  religion in so iet  as a negati e 
tren . i il ser ants are the ost a bi alent: the  
e uall  regar  the stable role o  religion in so iet  
as a positi e (20 ) an  negati e (20 ) tren . It is 
note orth  that in all three e pert ohorts 10 -20  

n  it i ult to ans er the uestion  in i ating a 
situation o  un ertaint  in assessing the role o  re-
ligion in the e elop ent o  azakhstani so iet .  
( igure 1).
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Figure 1  perts  e aluation o  the i pa t o  religion on the li e o  azakhstani so iet  (b  ohort  )

4.  o parati e anal sis o  the state an  -
na i s o  the religious situation  taking into a ount 
hanges in the role an  pla e o  religion in the en-

tral sian region an  in azakhstan b  the e perts 
sho e  that their na i s are not s n hronize  
in lu ing:

 the situation is seen as o pli ate  b  the risks 
o  a spontaneous pro ess  but at the sa e ti e it is 
not et riti al  sub e t to the in uen e o  the e tor 
o  stabilit  an  there ore re uiring spe ial poli ies  
sai  56.  o  e perts in relation to entral sia an  
23.3  in relation to azakhstan

 the situation is e eloping in line ith ob e -
ti e pro esses  ith a orable ore asts or the pres-
er ation o  stabilit  or entral sia 10  o  the e -
perts an  or azakhstan  53.3

 the situation is e eloping spontaneousl  the 
pro ess annot be ontrolle  the result is unpre i t-
able an  ontributes to instabilit  or entral sia 
10  o  the e perts an  or azakhstan  3.3

 the situation has no rele ant easure ents  
the pro esses are hi en an  their intensit  stipu-
lates a pessi isti  e elop ent ore ast  hi h ill 
lea  to haos or entral sia  hi h is note  b  
3.3  o  the e perts an  6.  or azakhstan. 

n anal sis o  e pert positions in i ates the un-
eresti ation o  the a tor o  religiosit  in azakh-

stan as an essential eature o  the un tioning o  not 
onl  the ultural but also the so ial  e ono i  an  
politi al lan s ape. he pro esses o  religiousiza-

tion in azakhstan are not learl  isible  an  their 
e iate  e e t ust be stu ie  s ste ati all .

5. he anal sis o  the on itions or the e-
elop ent o  the religious situation in azakhstan 

in the 1 0s an  in the present  base  on e pert 
assess ents  has sho n that religious aspirations 
both pre iousl  an  no  are eter ine  b  general 
so io- ultural an  politi al a tors o  e elop ent  
an  ere pro pte  b  the nee  to seek alue an  

eaning ul pillars o  li e in the or at o  i eolog  
oralit  ps holog  o  beha ior  an  ethni  sel -

i enti ation. 
I  in the 1 0s the a entuate  pre on itions or 

turning to religiosit  ere the absen e o  i eolog  as 
a signi ant onsoli ating basis o  so iet  (43.3 ) 
an  the esire to preser e the tra itional a il  
stru ture (43.3 )  no a a s the a tor o  aintain-
ing the tra itional a il  stru ture ith an appeal to 
religion is signi antl  in reasing (56. ). here is 
a signi ant in rease:

 the nee  o  ello  itizens to stru ture their 
li es b  religious institutions ith the help o  ap-
propriate nor s  regulations  tra itions  et . ( ro  
33.3  in the 1 0s to 53.3  urrentl )  

 the esire to a hie e religious i entit  as a sig-
ni ant o ponent o  ethni  ulture an  entalit  
( ro  23.3  in the 1 0s to 43.3  urrentl ). 

hese a entuations signal the risks an  pres-
sures on tra itional stru tures an  or s o  the a -
il  institution  the la k o  e hanis s or so ializa-
tion  regulation an  nor alization o  e er a  li e 
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b  se ular institutions  an  the nee  or tra itional 
ethno- on essional sel -i enti ation.

6. n anal sis o  the oti ations or hanging 
the orl ie  an  on erting azakhstanis to reli-
giosit  re eale  their priorit  in publi  opinion. e-
spon ents ere o ere  so ial  e istential  ps ho-
logi al  gnoseologi al a tors  as ell as religious 

oti ations the sel es. 
he rst group o  a tors ontributing to turning 

to religion in lu e  personal oti ations: on ern 
or the a il   50.2  personal gro th  28.8  
eath o  a lo e  one  21.  realization o  ree ti e 
 1 .3  la k o  prospe ts an  on en e in the u-

ture  15.2  an  e perien ing lini al eath  . . 
he se on  ost signi ant group in lu e  re-

ligious an  uasi-religious aspirations: gratitu e to 
o  or su ess  32  stri ing to n  spiritual-

it   26 3  nee  to think about the eaning o  li e 
 25 5  in rease o  nee  to be loser to o  ith 

age  1  esire to atone or sins  1 5  a ti e 
a ti ities o  religious organizations to attra t ne  

e bers  10 .
he thir  group o  a tors in lu e  so ial o-

ti es  eter ine  b  the situation o  e ono i  or-
al e elop ent o  so iet : so ial in usti e  25 0  
the eterioration o  the aterial situation  20 5  
the e line o  publi  oralit   1 3  the gro th 
o  ri e  rug a i tion  13 . 

he ourth group o  a tors or e  ogniti e 
intensions: esire to un erstan  une plainable phe-
no ena  12  in or ation a uu   1 . 

In the oti ational stru ture o  orientation to re-
ligiosit  the population e onstrates the pre alen e 
o  nee s relate  to the sear h or orall  stable bas-
es o  eaning ulness o  o n li e an  its i e iate 
surroun ings in a situation o  trans or ation o  the 
so ial or er an  eakening o  the supporting role 

o  institutions o  so ialization. oti ations to turn 
to religiosit  ue to the eterioration o  the oral 
li e o  so iet  are uite signi ant  hi h or  the 
isposition o  i oral non-religious an  oral reli-

gious a  o  li e.
.  o parati e anal sis o  the un tions o  re-

ligion in the per eption o  the population (as a hole 
or the assi ) an  e perts ( ithout i i ing into 
ohorts) re eals pe uliarities:

- e perts pla e greater e phasis on e istential-
ps hologi al (in the onnotation ontributes to the 
relie  o  ental e perien e an  pain )  religious an  

orl ie  un tions  hile the population pla es 
greater e phasis on nor ati e-regulati e (in the 
onnotation e u ates oralit  eters ro  i or-

al a tions )  ultural-retranslational  spiritual- oral  
e istential-ps hologi al  an  religious an  orl -
ie  un tions

- the integrati e un tion (in the onnotation 
ontributes to the uni ation o  so iet ) is e alu-

ate  si ilarl  in status (5-6 pla es in the hierar h  
o  un tions)  but higher b  the e perts ( 0.0 ) than 
b  the population (51.6 )

- the religious an  orl ie  un tion in i er-
ent onnotations ( pro otes puri ation o  the soul  
repentan e  lari es the eaning o  re on ilia-
tion ith eath  sho s the a  to sa e the soul to 
eternal li e )  an  the e istential an  ps hologi al 
un tion (in the onnotation helps to n  the ean-

ing o  li e ) are e aluate  b  e perts higher than 
the population both in status hierar h  an  in large-
s ale e bo i ent

- the alue- oti ational un tion in the onnota-
tion religion  ontributing to the thologizing o  
li e  tunes up the positi e per eption o  realit  is 
assesse  si ilarl  b  the population (8th pla e) an  
e perts (8th pla e) ( able 1).

Table 1  er eption an  ranking o  the un tions o  religion b  the population an  e perts (in  o  the nu ber o  respon ents)

Functions of religion Population Experts
Status

% place % place
1 2 3 4 5 6

u ates oralit  eters ro  i oral a tions 68,1 1 3 3 4 u ational-regulati e
ontributes to the preser ation o  national ulture 

an  tra itions 66,5 2 53,3 ultural an  elational

Spirituall  enri hes people 66,2 86

2

Spiritual an  oral
rings pea e o  in  an  helps to o er o e i ul-

ties 65,4 3 86 istential an  s ho-
logi al

ontributes to puri ation o  the soul an  repentan e 61,5 4 86 eligious an  utlook
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1 2 3 4 5 6
nites ith o-religionists 5

5
66 6 Integrati e

o bines spiritual eelings an  pain 5 2 6 1 istential- s hologi al
res ribes rules o  on u t in e er a  li e 5 0 66 6 egulati e

osters so ial ohesion 51,6
6

0 0 5 Integrati e
elps n  the eaning o  li e 51,3 6 3 istential- s hologi al

lari es the eaning o  re on iliation ith eath 4 6 0 0 5
eligious an  utlookSho s the a  to the sal ation o  the soul to the 

eternal li e 46,8 0 0 5

ontributing to the thologisation o  li e  tuning in 
a positi e per eption o  realit 34,8 8 50 0 8 alue- oti ational

Illusor  notions o  li e  o not ontribute to the 
proper so ialization o  the person  pre eter ining 

the e line o  hu an potential
31,2 16 10 orl ie -pres ripti e

epla es the un tions o  se ular institutions (e u a-
tional  e u ational  ultural  i eologi al  et .) 2 6 33,3 o pensator - ti it

he anal sis o  e pert opinions an  respon ents  
assess ents o  the un tions o  religion re onstru ts 
the ollo ing hierar h : 1) religion is pre o inantl  
re ognize  as a etho  o  spiritual an  oral in u-
en e on in i i uals an  so iet  2) ollo e  b  the e -
istential an  ps hologi al un tion o  the institution 
o  religion  hi h helps to o er o e the i ulties o  
li e  3) in the i le o  the hierar h  is the e u ational 
an  regulator  un tion  asso iate  ith the nor ing 
o  beha ior b  religious pres riptions  4) then the re-
ligious an  i eologi al un tion  asso iate  ith the 

etaph si s o  spiritual an  oral li e  is hosen. 
8. he trans or ation o  azakh so iet  sin e 

in epen en e appears as a per anent pro ess that 
has o ere  all spheres o  li e  in lu ing oral an  
spiritual. o a greater e tent  it re e te  the gro th 
o  heterogeneit  an  be a e an in i ator o  so ietal 
shi ts. In the su essi e stages o  ei eologization 

an  re-i eologization  the or er institutions o  in-
uen e on the orl ie  ere e or e  an  ne  

te hnologi al apabilities  intereste  sub e ts an  
a tors in uen ing the entalit  e erge . or -
ing to the population s assess ent o  the in uen e 
o  arious a tors on hanging the role o  religion 
in o ern azakh so iet  not onl  the sub e ts 
o  religious a ti it  but also go ern ent agen ies 
( gen  or eligious airs) an  politi al a tors 
( resi ent o  the  arlia ent o  ) ake a or 
e orts to in rease the nu ber o  belie ers (in the 
range o  alues ro  26.  to 66. ). he se on  
signi ant position is the a ti it  that ontributes to 
the gro th o  i portan e o  religion in so iet  in 
politi s (in the range o  alues ro  3.3  to 33.3 ). 
In the thir  position is the pro otion o  the rights 
o  itizens to ree o  o  religion (in the range o  
alues ro  6.  to 36. ) ( igure 2).

Figure 2  eople s assess ent o  the a ti ities o  arious a tors in relation to the religious pro ess (as a hole or the assi  in 
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)
. he e perts  e aluation o  the positi e an  

negati e results o  the religious pro ess uring the 
ears o  in epen en e has re eale  that the posi-

tions are a bi alent in the o er hel ing a orit  
o  the sele te  riteria: one an  the sa e onse-
uen e is e uall  assesse  as positi e an  negati e 
or azakhstani so iet . 

 slight a antage o  positi e onse uen es is 
note  or su h a tors as 

- In rease in the a ti it  o  belie ing azakhs 
(11.6 )  

- ro th o  oung people s religiosit  (11.1 )  
- I pro e ent o  oral ell-being in the pro-

ess o  ollo ing a religious a  o  li e or an in-
reasing nu ber o  azakhstanis (11.1 )

- gro th in the nu ber o  a ilies  hi h lea  a 
religious a  o  li e (10.6 )

- the e ergen e an  e elop ent o  in rastru -

ture relate  to religiosit  (halal in ustr  religious 
touris  labor olle ti es organize  b  religious a -

liation  et .) (10.6 )
- a hie e ent o  religious i ersit  (10.6 ).  

he e perts onsi ere  the a t that azakhstan is 
losing its positions as a se ular state an  ri ting to ar  
the status o  a religious state ( .1  in the negati e e al-
uation  o pare  to 3.4  in the positi e e aluation) to 
be a signi ant negati e a tor ( o pare  to the as-
sess ent o  the sa e in i ator as positi e). ong the 

o eratel  negati e onse uen es  e perts onsi er 
t o in i ators: 1) religiosit  has be o e a arker o  
e er a  ulture ( lothing  s bols o  religious a -

liation  pra er pra ti es  et .)  an  2) azakhstan is 
be o ing a ore se ular state.  .4  an  2) azakh-
stan is be o ing part o  the Isla i  orl   .3 . 

10. In i ators o  the pro ess o  the religiousiza-
tion o  azakhstani so iet  re ei e  a s ale o  pri-
orities  epen ing on the e perts  sel -i enti ation 

ith pro essional a ti ities ( able 2).
Table 2  perts  assess ent o  the signi an e o  in i ators o  the pro ess o  religiousization o  azakhstani so iet  (b  e pert 
ohorts  pla e in the hierar h )

Estimated indicator of religiousization Civil servants 
Civil servants 

Secularly oriented 
intelligentsia 

Representatives of tradi-
tional and new religious 

communities

oth tra itional an  non-tra itional religiosit  are on the rise 1 1 1

eligious situation is stabilize  ani este  ob iousl  
pre i table

2 1 2

he intensit  o  in rease in the nu ber o  belie ers in tra i-
tional religions is the sa e as in non-tra itional religions 3 1 2

oung people are ore o ten on erte  to non-tra itional 
religions

2 2 3

he religious situation re ains na i  hi en an  unpre-
i table 3 2 2

he peak o  non-tra itional religions  a ti it  is o er  an  
the population pre ers the tra itional religious hoi e that 

oin i es ith ethno- ultural i entit  
3 2 2

res ribe  ethno- ultural religiosit  eases to be an algo-
rith  or religious hoi e. thni  i ersit  is represente  in 

all tra itional on essions an  in the ne  s. 
3 1 3

 onstru te  religiosit  (s nthesis o  rag ents ro  i er-
ent religions  ults  an  tra itions) e elops na i all . 3 3 2

eligiosit  (no inal) has be o e an ele ent o  e er a  
ulture o  the asses an  elite 3 3 3

issionar  prosel tizing ork is ore intense in non-tra i-
tional s than in tra itional s - 4 -
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10. he assess ent o  the on or it  o  a-
zakhstan s poli  in the sphere o  religion ith to-
a s nee s sho e  that 46.  o  e perts belie e 

it is ne essar  to onstantl  i pro e state poli  in 
or er to in uen e religious pro esses an  pre ent 
the risks o  instabilit . ne in e e perts (20 ) 
belie e the state shoul  not i ple ent a poli  on 
religion. er  tenth e pert (10 ) notes that state 
poli  in the sphere o  religion eets nee s be ause 
it ontributes to the pro ess o  Isla ization o  so i-
et . er  tenth e pert belie es that the state poli  
oes not orrespon  to orl  e perien e be ause it 
oes not oin i e ith the prin iple o  se ularis . 

6.  o  e perts sai  that state poli  oes not orre-
spon  to nee s be ause it restrains the e elop ent 
o  the religious pro ess.

11.  is ourse anal sis o  e pert opinions on 
the ke  tasks o  intera tion bet een the state an  
religions in o ern azakhstan has re eale  the 
range o  opinion-re o en ations.

ith regar  to tra itional religions. In azakh-
stan  the state ust per or  the regulator  un tion 
in relation to the sphere o  religious a ti it . or 
this purpose it is ne essar  to ontrol the a ti ities 
o  all the s  in lu ing the tra itional religions in 
the ountr  to respon  an  i  ne essar  regulate 
the religious pro ess. It is ne essar  to ollo  the 
prin iples o  se ularis  an  respe t the religious 
tra itions o  all peoples. perts a o ate relations 
base  on e o rati  prin iples an  hu an rights.  
person has the right to hoose ho  to li e his li e  

hat to belie e in  an  the state shoul  prote t these 
rights.  

he nee  to e elop state poli  in the sphere o  
religion taking into a ount the real situation (glob-
al  regional  national) as note . o this en  the 
state ust onstantl  anal ze the urrent religious 
situation an  i enti  tren s in its e elop ent an  
anal ze threats an  risks. 

he state an  religions shoul  not o pete  it is 
ne essar  to intera t. oint progra s or the e el-
op ent o  oralit  e u ation o  hil ren an  outh 
on the basis o  uni ersal hu an alues are i por-
tant. 

perts insist on ontrolling an  onitoring the 
isse ination o  in or ation ith religious ontent. 
long ith ontrolling the situation in the e elop-
ent o  outh o e ents ith regar  to the reli-

gious o ponent  it is ne essar  to reate on itions 
or in or ational support o  outh on religious is-

sues. 

perts belie e that the state ust help the peo-
ple in general an  belie ers in parti ular ith reli-
gious e nition  to in rease the nu ber o  belie -
ers an  to return to tra itional religions. he state  
ensuring ontrol o er the a ti ities o  s  supports 
the positi e so ial i pa t o  s on so iet  an  the 

o k. 
he national se urit  o  the epubli  o  a-

zakhstan an  the state o  prote tion o  the national 
interests o  the epubli  o  azakhstan ro  real 
an  potential threats ro  the i pa t o  religion on 
the epubli  an  the people shoul  be a priorit . 

o ernization o  the a tion plan or an operational 
response to potential threats is re uire .

n relations ith non-tra itional religions  e -
perts or ulate  the ollo ing ke  tasks o  inter-
a tion ith the state. he state shoul  ontrol but 
not in an  a  in ringe upon the rights o  non-tra-
itional religions. hat is h  the state regulates the 

sphere o  religious a ti it  an  assists the popula-
tion o  azakhstan in ree o  o  hoi e o  religion 
in a or an e ith the onstitution o  the epubli  
o  azakhstan an  the la . 

estri tions on a ti it  stri t ontrol an  reli-
gious anal sis ust be base  on the la . It is ne es-
sar  to a opt the e perien e o  neighboring states 
to ontrol religious o unities that are non-tra i-
tional or the ulture o  the people o  azakhstan: to 

onitor their a ti ities  ontrol the ork o  ission-
aries  not to in ringe on the rights o  non-tra itional 

s. 
It is ne essar  intera tion bet een non-tra i-

tional religions an  the state. In or er to a apt non-
tra itional religions to tra itional alues  ork ust 
be one to e elop su h ualities as religious toler-
an e. 

he eter ining a tor in the relationship ith 
non-tra itional religions shoul  be the o no har  
prin iple. It is i portant or the state to support the 
positi e in uen e o  s on so iet  as a hole an  
parishioners in parti ular. Non-tra itional religions 

ust be ull- e ge  sub e ts o  the religious pro ess 
in azakhstan.

ith regar  to uasi-religious o e ents an  
groups o  a estru ti e nature  e perts or ulate  
a range o  substantiating u g ents. he state ust 
ross the urrents o  a estru ti e nature  era i at-

ing the sour es o  in uen e an  arr ing out reha-
bilitation an  re-so ialization ork on a legal basis. 
I  belie ers are pea e ul  an  there is nothing but 

o  in their religious i ea  then the state shoul  not 
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perse ute belie ers. ll urrents o  a estru ti e na-
ture shoul  be un er the ontrol o  the state  it is 
i portant to arr  out targete  ork on religious 
e u ation. 

12. here is no onsensus in the e pert o -
unit  regar ing the intensit  o  the e tors o  

tra itional an  ne  religions  in uen e on so i-
et  ( able 3). uantitati e anal sis sho s that 
the positi e assess ents o  the in uen e o  tra-

itional religions are t o ti es higher ( 3.4 ) 
than those o  ne  religions (36. ). In ontrast  
assess ents o  the negati e i pa t o  tra itional 
religions (13.3 ) are hal  as high as those o  ne  
religions (26. ). he ata in i ate an a bigu-
ous per eption o  the role o  religion in the li e 
o  so iet  o  the nee  to i pro e the intera tion 
bet een the state an  religions  an  o  a balan e  
an  onstru ti e position regar ing religion as a 
so ial institution.

Table 3  perts  e aluation o  the in uen e o  tra itional an  
ne  religions on the li e o  azakhstani so iet  (in total  in )

Impact Assessment Traditional 
Religions 

New 
Religions

e t Signi ant positi e 66 16
In uen e is negligible 

positi e 6 20 0

No e e ti e i pa t 6 16
In uen e is insigni ant an  

rather negati e 3,3 6

Signi ant negati e i pa t 10 0 20 0

he e perts  o parati e e aluation o  the an-
i estation o  personal ualities epen ing on the re-
ligious/non-religious i enti ation o  azakhstan s 
itizens re eale  that 

- eligiousl -in ol e  itizens ha e less so ial 
an  i i  initiati e than are an  responsibilit  or 
the a il  i ro os

- Non-religiousl  oriente  in i i uals ha e 
lo er in i ators o  responsibilit  or the i e i-
ate en iron ent ( are or the ounger generation  
responsibilit  or the a il )

- Insu ientl  high in i ators o  in ol e ent in 
labor relations  in un erstan ing the goals o  so iet  
e elop ent ere note  both or religiousl  oti-
ate  an  religiousl  in i erent in i i uals

- the re u e  position o  a ti e itizenship an  
patriotis  o  religiousl  o itte  azakhstanis 
re uire spe ial attention. ( able 4).

Table 4  ani estation o  personal hara teristi s epen ing 
on the religious/non-religious i enti ation o  in i i uals 
(e perts in general  in )

Personal characteristics Religious 
affiliation

Non-religious 
Identity

o e or lo e  ones 6 23,3
are or the ounger an  

ol er generation 0 0 40 0

esponsibilit  or oursel es 53,3 53,3
esponsibilit  or the a il 66 43,3

riti al thinking 20 0 83,3
oleran e or issent 53,3 56

In lusion in labor relations 40 0 56
In i eren e an  negati is  
to the ob e ti es o  so ial 

e elop ent
40 0 53,3

ti e itizenship 23,3 3 3
atriotis 23,3 6

hus  the in i ation o  basi  i i  ualities in 
the pro e tion on the religious o it ent o  in i-
i uals re eals the proble s o  i pro ing the ulti-

le el so ialization o  in i i uals or the purposes o  
e elop ent o  so iet  an  a hie ing the ob e ti es 

o  a o petiti e azakhstan. 
Overview 

azakhstan s stu ies o  religiosit  are not et 
istinguishe  b  their s ste ati it  an  su ien  
hi h is ue to the stage o  or ation o  o es-

ti  theoreti al religious stu ies an  the so iolog  o  
religion. heoreti al an  etho ologi al an  prob-
le ati  onte ts o  the substantiation o  our prob-
le s re eal that resear h is ourses are base  on a 
rea ing o  orl  e perien e  hen religion in post-

o ernit  is seen as an essential a tor o  so ietalit  
( arsons  1 66: 5-2 ). 

he pre o inant a iologi al atri  in azakh-
stan has been the per eption o  religion as a eans 
o  sa ralizing basi  so ial bon s ( urkhei  1 60: 
64 ). o pli entarit  in the attitu e to ar  reli-
gion as a so ial institution is base  on the para ig  
o  its abilit  to reate so ial onstru tions ith a 
higher or er o  sa re  being  an  ontribute to the 
stabilization o  so iet  ( erger  1 6 ). 

ean hile  there is no uni e  an  onsistent 
un erstan ing in assessing the pla e an  role o  re-
ligion in the so ietal stru ture o  se ular so ieties. 
Sin e the 1 0s  the so iolog  o  religion has been 
e perien ing a risis o  episte es. It has been re -
ognize  that the e planator  resour es o  lassi al 
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theories reate  b  . o te  . Spen er  an  . 
urkhei  ith respe t to religion an  its institu-

tional ani estations are not su ient to e plain the 
pheno enon o  the ne  religiosit  its na i s  
an  its essential hara teristi s ( a lor  200 : 8 6). 

he in reasing o ple it  o  orl -relationship 
intera tions an  the ree aluation o  tra itional an  
ne  institutions re uire  the e elop ent o  on-
epts that oul  onsi er the institution o  religion 

in onte t ith other or s o  so ialit . he e is-
ten e o  religion an  its trans or ations in o er-
nit  are interprete  in the onte t o  se ularization/
ese ularization an  ounter-se ularization. 

In the theoreti al re onstru tion o  o ern so i-
etalit  . lia e e ne  the sa re  an  the se ular 
as t o in epen ent o es o  e isten e  as t o a s 
o  being in the orl  t o situations o  e isten e 
a epte  b  an in the ourse o  histor  ( lia e  
1 4: 144). heir oe isten e is on itione  b  a 
o ple  pro ess o  se ularization  ese ularization 

an  ounterse ularization. . erger pointe  to the 
se ularization/ ese ularization pen ulu  ( erger  
1 6 : 132  erger 1 : 4). . Stark linke  se u-
larization ith o ernization an  on lu e  that the 
onte porar  religious pro ess is arrie  out un er 
on itions o  pluralization  rationalization  te hnol-

ogization  in or atization  urbanization  hi h are 
the ainstrea  o  postse ular so iet  (Stark  https://
in e arti les. o /re eren e/so iolog -o -religion/
se ularization-r-i-p/). 

aber as urges estern so iet  to re ognize the 
a ent o  the postse ular era  in hi h a ne  t pe o  
o uni ation  a t o- a  pro ess o  learning   

is signi ant  as a result o  hi h se ular so iet  is 
enri he  ith religious alues an  ares about the 
ontinue  e isten e o  religious o unities in a 

relentlessl  se ularizing en iron ent  ( aber as  
2008). asano a rethinks theoreti al on eptions o  
se ularization ( asano a  2006: -22). 

he trans or ation o  religious tra itions an  
the ultipli ation o  the arket o  religious ean-
ings  re uire a re onsi eration o  episte ologi al 
attitu es to ar  the i ersit  o  orl ie s  the 
abilit  to a uire one s o n religious i entities  an  
toleran e or other belie s. he i perati es o  aith 
trans ission in a or an e ith ethno- ultural tra-
ition are ru bling  an  the nee  to interpret the 

ne est religiosit  is gro ing in the onte t o  plu-
ralisti  orl ie s. he so iolog  o  se ulariza-
tion an  ese ularization  an  the pheno enon o  
ounterse ularization  are utuall  o ple entar  

an  there ore re uire o bining the e planator  re-

sour es o  lassi al so iolog  ith o ern on epts 
that es ribe the e tor na i s o  religion an  re-
ligiosit  ( aber as  2011).

. sa  on eptualizes the genealogi al per-
spe ti e o  the or ation o  religion  an  its o -
ern binar  other   se ular  e eloping the on-
ept o  religious-se ular binarit . ( sa  2003). 

oni a ohlrab-Sahr an  arian ur har t 
or ulate  the on ept o  ultiple se ularit  e-
ning it as or s o  i eren e bet een religious 

an  other so ietal (non-religious) spheres ith their 
institutional in arnations an  re erent proble s 
( ohlrab-Sahr  ur har t  2012: 85 - 0 ).

arkus re ler  e ning religiousization as a 
heuristi  ter  notes that although not all s holars 
use it  the pheno enon itsel  is a rele ant sub e t 
o  resear h in the a a e i  literature. In the urrent 
onte t  religiousization an be e ne  as the es-

ignation o  ertain spa es  pra ti es  narrati es  an  
languages as religious  ( re ler  201 ).

In ussian religious stu ies  the stage o  post-
se ularit  is seen as a ne  a biguit  on erning 
the relation religious  se ular  ( rlezhe  2011: 
100-101). ost-se ularit  i plies a ialogue be-
t een the se ular-se ular an  religious ons ious-
ness in o ern so iet  an  is es ribe  in ter s 
o  e tra- hur hliness  ulti on essionalis  pro-
anit  haris a  neospiritualis  neognosti is  

trans en entalis  non-institutionalis  pri a  
s n retis  e- on essionalis  pantheis  et . 
( arpo  2012: 136). 

So iologists o  religion e plore the para o es 
o  post-se ular so iet  ( elo a  2013: 36-40)  
noting the ontra i tor  hara teristi s o  the reli-
gious an  se ular or the ne  post-se ular stage. 
It is postulate  as an a io  that e li e in a post-
se ular so iet  an  in a postse ular orl . n  
this is the point o  eparture or an  re e tion on 
se ularis  an  leri alis  on the is ourses o  
se ularis  in o ernit  ( zlaner  2013).  o -
parati e anal sis o  se ularis  an  poste ularis  
in ussia an  in the orl  ( rlezhe  2013). 

ussian resear hers  in the onte t o  so iologi-
al theor s e planator  e hanis s  stu  the 

religious pro ess b  at hing the theoreti al on-
epts o  estern s ien e ith their o n situation. 
oreo er  there are no analogous o els (Sine-

lina  200 ). 
hus the on ept o  se ularization is onsi ere  

in international s ienti  is ourse as a basi  para-
ig  or in estigating the spe i s o  the religiou-

sization o  so ieties.
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Conclusion

he tra e tor  in un erstan ing the spe i it  
an  i enti ing in i ators o  the religious pro ess is 
re onstru te  on the basis o  publi  opinion an  e -
pert assess ents  an  presents itsel  as a so ial reli-
giosit  eter ine  b  the onte t o  li e. he re rain 
o  the e an  or religiosit  sin e the so ereign e-
elop ent is the absen e o  i eolog  the nee  o  
ello  itizens in stru turing in i i ual an  a il  

li e b  eaning ul goals  eanings  an  nor s  an  
the un agging esire or ethni  an  religious sel -
i entit . 

eligiosit  in azakhstan is or e  ith a great-
er egree o  un ertaint  o  the nal result  hi h is 

ani este  in the a bi alen e o  assess ents o  the 
in uen e o  religion b  both e perts an  the popula-
tion. he onstant trans or ation o  the state bo  
responsible or intera tion ith the sphere o  reli-
gion oes not ontribute to the onsisten  o  the 
poli  there ore it oes not or  its onsisten  an  
re u es the e e ti eness. In anagerial a ti it  it 
is i portant to o ensurate the interrelation o  
strategi  goals an  ta ti al tasks  to pro ee  ro  
the un erstan ing that the pro esses o  or ation  
e elop ent  an  un tioning o  orl ie  ulture 

ha e the properties o  ontinuit  uration  e olu-
tion  an  su ession. In this pro ess  the role o  reli-
gion as a so ial institution ust be riti all  re on-
si ere . In lu ing starting ith the e nition o  its 
status in the s ste  o  institutions.

he nee s o  the o ern stage o  e elop ent 
o  azakhstani so iet  shoul  be re e te  in a 

o ernize  o el o  se ularis  hi h in its turn 
shoul  o er the hole range o  interests o  the sub-
e ts o  religious li e in or er to n  an  e press 

their onsensus  to ark the ault lines. nl  un er 
these prere uisites ill it eet the goals  alues  an  
i eals o  a se ular state  an  ensure har onization 
o  the interests o  belie ing an  non-belie ing iti-
zens an  the state. 

It is ne essar  to re ise the basi  i eologe es 
regar ing the state poli  in the sphere o  religion  it 
is ne essar  to i pro e state regulation o  the legal 

sphere o  relations ith religious asso iations. or 
the state regulation an  pre ention o  risks relate  
to the ra ture o  entalit  or a hie ing onsensus 
an  har onization o  i ergent orl ie  positions 
it is ne essar  to e elop a on ept o  Spiritual an  

ultural Se urit  o  so iet  ith the anal sis o  the 
state  risks  threats an  opportunities  e elop ent 
o  easures that shoul  be pra ti all  i ple ente  
an  take into a ount the interests o  i erent target 
groups in all regions. 

rolonge  inter is iplinar  resear h ith 
the onitoring o  a olatile an  little pre i t-
able religious situation  ith the stu  o  tren s 
in religious an  se ular orl ie s  ith the 
o ensuration o  on essional an  non on es-

sional religiosit  ith ulti ire tional tren s 
an  tren s in the pro ess shoul  be o e per a-
nent. he re onstru tion o  azakhstan s o el 
o  religiousization re uires the apping o  the re-
ligious palette  hi h is not a hie e  b  eans o  
so ial statisti s or a ounting  but is repro u e  
in s ienti  resear h. Inter is iplinar  un a en-
tal an  applie  resear h on religiousization nee s 
to be strengthene . 

he pro ess o  religiousization o  azakhstani 
so iet  is be o ing a signi ant a tor in in uen -
ing so ial institutions  intelle tualization pro esses 
an  the state o  hu an apital in azakhstani so i-
et . he urther resear h sear h proble atizes the 
realization o  the possibilities an  prospe ts o  a 
se ular state  re u es the risks o  unstable balan e 
bet een the se ular an  religious ontent o  so i-
et  or s a e an  or pra ti al tools to in uen e 
the orl ie  ulture o  azakhstan s itizens  an  
ontributes to i enti ing the tasks o  proper so-
ialization o  the population  ith an e phasis on 
oung people. 

he stu  as on u te  un er the un ing o  
the o ittee o  S ien e o  the inistr  o  u-
ation an  S ien e o  the epubli  o  azakhstan 

(grant № 0 25  ro esses o  religiousiza-
tion in azakhstan: spe i it  tren s  i pa ts on 
the e elop ent o  so iet  an  hu an apital (in-
ter is iplinar  anal sis) .
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